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superior to those obtained by simple drying of the cut peat.                       J||!'
They show greater uniformity, firmness, and density, have
a greater fuel value per unit volume and a lower moisture
content.    Consequently, the peat machine or mill in which
the maceration is effected is one of   the most important
features of a modern large-scale peat-fuel installation.                                If
The machines for macerating or pulping the peat consist                      |>
generally of vertical or horizontal cylinders, containing
knives in the form of a screw-thread conveyor which carries
the peat through the apparatus, whilst thoroughly mixing
and pulping the mass. In some machines the knives are
separate from the screw flanges, but mounted on the same
shaft. In others, knives are set into the cast-iron casing of
the screw conveyor. Other forms have both fixed and
movable knives. A large number of such machines have
been patented, the better known being the Anrep (Swedish),
and Dolberg and Strenge machines in Germany and Italy.
After grinding and forming in the mill, the wet peat must
be transported to the drying grounds. Cable car transporta-
tion, tram cars, movable mechanical conveyors, chain con-
veyors, and aerial cables, have all been utilized in the solution
of the transportation problem. Ground space cleared and                    I)
levelled for the drying of the prepared peat must be provided ;                     |||
economy of time and space results in air-drying if the process
be conducted on racks instead of on the ground.
Attention must be directed to the fact that air-drying
is of necessity a seasonal operation, and that in average
climatic conditions little, if any, drying can occur during
the late autumn, winter, or early spring. In England, it
has been computed that the drying season lasts some 90-
120 days. For a continuously working plant utilizing peat
fuel it obviously follows that during the summer months
the total annual requirements must be cut and dried, that,
therefore, storage accommodation for the reserves required
for periods during which drying operations are impossible
must be provided.
Haaners report on the Wiesmoor peat-burning steam-
power plant in Germany (p. 163 et seq.) is instructive in this